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XXVII.    THE I  HEXAGRAM.

f indicates that with firm correctness there will be
good fortune (in what is denoted by it). We must
look at what we are seeking to nourish, and by the
exercise of our thoughts seek for the proper aliment.

1.   The first line, undivided, (seems to be thus
addressed), ' You leave your efficacious tortoise, and
look at me till your lower jaw hangs down/    There
will be evil

2.   The second line, divided, shows one looking
downwards for  nourishment, which  is  contrary to
what is proper; or seeking it from the height (above),
advance towards which will lead to evil.

3.   The third line, divided, shows one acting con-
trary to the method of nourishing.    However firm
he may be, there will be evil.   For ten years let him
not take any action, (for) it will not be in any way
advantageous.

A boar is a powerful and dangerous animal. Let him be cas-
trated, and though his tusks remain, he cares little to use them.
Here line 5 represents the ruler in the hexagram, whose work is
to repress the advance of evil. A conflict with the subject of the
strong second line in its advance would be perilous ; but 5, taking
early precaution, reduces it to the condition of the castrated pig.
Not only is there no evil, but there is good fortune.

The work of repression is over, and the strong subject of line 6
has now the amplest scope to carry out the idea of the hexagram
in the accumulation of virtue.